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RAVENS TAKE ON GIANTS IN PRESEASON SUPER BOWL REMATCH; SCHOTTENHEIMER & VERMEIL FACE OLD TEAMS;

NFL RETURNS TO FOOTBALL-CRAZED MEXICO

Rematches…reunions…returns.

All that and more will be on tap this summer when the NFL plays a 64-game preseason schedule that was announced today.

Throughout the summer, there will be rematches of past Super Bowl teams, including last January’s game between the Baltimore Ravens and New York Giants…reunions in which new 2001 head coaches MARTY SCHOTTENHEIMER and DICK VERMEIL face the teams they once coached…and the NFL’s return for an American Bowl to a city and country that just loves “fútbol” American style -- Mexico City, Mexico.

Mixed into all these scenarios will be a theme shared by all 31 NFL coaches and their players – the importance of preseason game preparation for the regular season.

“Preseason games definitely help,” says Giants safety SHAUN WILLIAMS.  “Everybody wants to get into them just to get their games refined and in tune with what’s expected of them.  If you’re a football player, you should be prepared to go out there and perform well.”

Especially when everyone will be watching, like on Monday night, August 6 when the first of 11 nationally televised preseason games is broadcast – the annual Pro Football Hall of Fame Game between the Miami Dolphins and St. Louis Rams (ABC-TV, 8:00 PM ET).

The past will be saluted in Canton, Ohio over the Hall of Fame weekend with the induction of the Hall Class of 2001 – NICK BUONICONTI, MARV LEVY, MIKE MUNCHAK, JACKIE SLATER, LYNN SWANN, RON YARY and JACK YOUNGBLOOD.  And the future of football will be celebrated as festivities will salute youth and high school football. 

The immediate past certainly will be remembered on Friday afternoon, August 31 when the two combatants of Super Bowl XXXV, the Ravens and Giants, meet in Baltimore seven months after the Ravens became NFL titlists with a 34-7 victory.  

The game marks the fourth time in the past five preseasons that the previous season’s Super Bowl teams have met.

The preseason schedule is packed with recent Super Bowl rematches.  On Friday night, August 17, the Tennessee Titans play in St. Louis (SB XXXIV) on FOX-TV (8:00 PM ET).  On Monday night, August 20, the Denver Broncos visit the Packers in Green Bay (SB XXXII) on ABC-TV (8:00 PM ET).  And on Saturday night, August 11, the San Francisco 49ers travel to the San Diego Chargers (SB XXIX).

Those rematches will be intermixed with two notable reunions featuring Schottenheimer and Vermeil, with the Kansas City Chiefs involved in both.

On Sunday, August 12, Schottenheimer, the new coach of the Washington Redskins, will return to Kansas City to face the team he led to seven playoff appearances in 10 seasons (1989-98).  Across the field will be Vermeil, the new Chiefs coach, who himself will have his own “homecoming” game this summer.

On Friday, August 31, Vermeil will take the Chiefs across state to St. Louis to confront the Rams (ESPN, 8:00 PM ET), whom he led two seasons ago to a victory in Super Bowl XXXIV, considered to be one of the most exciting games ever.  

There will be a lot of excitement internationally this summer – a lot of it – because the NFL will play an American Bowl in Mexico City in front of some of the most enthusiastic fans anywhere in the world.

Two of Mexico’s favorite teams – the Dallas Cowboys and Oakland Raiders – will be the opponents on Monday night, August 27 (ABC-TV, 8:00 PM ET) at Azteca Stadium where in 1994 the largest crowd to attend any NFL game ever – 112,376 – saw the Cowboys play the Houston Oilers.

Four American Bowls in Mexico City have averaged 102,644 fans per game.

“When it comes to football outside of our borders, it is hard to find more enthusiastic NFL fans than those in Mexico,” says NFL Commissioner PAUL TAGLIABUE.

In other interesting 2001 preseason games:  

· Atlanta quarterback MICHAEL VICK, the first overall draft choice in 2001, can see his first NFL action in the schedule’s first game on August 3 when the Falcons host the Pittsburgh Steelers.

· Two of the top young quarterbacks in the NFL, 2000 All-Stars PEYTON MANNING of Indianapolis and DAUNTE CULPEPPER of Minnesota, will meet in Minnesota on August 24 on FOX-TV (8:00 PM ET).

· In a neutral-site game in San Antonio, Texas, a rematch of a 2000 NFC Divisional Playoff game will take place when the Minnesota Vikings play the New Orleans Saints on August 11 on ESPN (8:00 PM ET).


2001 PRESEASON SCHEDULE

WEEK-BY-WEEK

(ALL TIMES LOCAL)
HALL OF FAME WEEKEND – AUGUST 3 – AUGUST 6

Friday, August 3
Pittsburgh at Atlanta
7:30 pm

Saturday, August 4
Dallas at Oakland
6:00 pm


Cincinnati at Chicago
7:00 pm

Monday, August 6
Miami vs. St. Louis
8:00 pm (ABC)


Pro Football Hall of Fame Game – Canton, Ohio

WEEK 1 – AUGUST 10-13

Bye:  Pittsburgh

Friday, August 10
Carolina at Jacksonville
7:30 pm 


Cincinnati at Detroit
7:30 pm


New York Giants at New England
8:00 pm

Saturday, August 11
Atlanta at New York Jets
8:00 pm


Chicago at Tennessee
7:00 pm


Denver at Dallas
8:00 pm


Green Bay at Cleveland
8:00 pm


Minnesota vs. New Orleans (at San Antonio, Texas)
7:00 pm (ESPN)


Oakland at Arizona
8:00 pm


San Francisco at San Diego
7:30 pm


Seattle at Indianapolis
7:00 pm

Sunday, August 12
St. Louis at Buffalo
7:30 pm


Washington at Kansas City
7:30 pm

Monday, August 13
Baltimore at Philadelphia
7:30 pm


Miami at Tampa Bay
8:00 pm (ESPN)

WEEK 2 – AUGUST 16-20

Bye:  Cincinnati  

Thursday, August 16
Jacksonville at New York Giants
8:00 pm (ESPN)


Pittsburgh at Minnesota
7:00 pm

Friday, August 17
Atlanta at Washington
8:00 pm


Tennessee at St. Louis
7:00 pm (FOX)

Saturday, August 18
Arizona at Seattle
6:30 pm


Baltimore at New York Jets
8:00 pm (CBS)


Chicago at Kansas City
7:30 pm


Dallas at New Orleans
7:00 pm


Detroit at Indianapolis
7:00 pm


New England at Carolina
7:30 pm


Philadelphia at Buffalo
7:30 pm


San Diego at Miami
7:00 pm


Tampa Bay at Cleveland
8:00 pm

Sunday, August 19
Oakland at San Francisco 
4:00 pm

Monday, August 20
Denver at Green Bay
7:00 pm (ABC)

WEEK 3 – AUGUST 23-27

Bye:  Atlanta

Thursday, August 23
Carolina at Baltimore
7:30 pm


Kansas City at Jacksonville
7:30 pm


Philadelphia at Tennessee
7:00 pm (CBS)

Friday, August 24
Cleveland at Washington
8:00 pm


Indianapolis at Minnesota
7:00 pm (FOX)

Saturday, August 25
Arizona at Chicago
7:00 pm


Buffalo at Cincinnati 
7:30 pm


Detroit at Pittsburgh
1:00 pm


Miami at Green Bay
7:00 pm


New England at Tampa Bay
7:30 pm


New Orleans at Denver
7:00 pm


New York Jets at New York Giants
8:00 pm


St. Louis at San Diego
7:00 pm


Seattle at San Francisco
6:00 pm

Monday, August 27
Dallas vs. Oakland
7:00 pm (ABC)


American Bowl – Mexico City, Mexico

WEEK 4 – AUGUST 30-SEPTEMBER 1

Bye:  Chicago

Thursday, August 30
Buffalo at Pittsburgh
7:30 pm


Indianapolis at Cincinnati
7:30 pm


Jacksonville at Dallas
7:30 pm


New York Jets at Philadelphia
7:30 pm


Tennessee at Detroit
7:30 pm


Washington at New England
8:00 pm

Friday, August 31
Cleveland at Carolina
8:00 pm


Green Bay at Oakland
6:00 pm


Kansas City at St. Louis
7:00 pm (ESPN)


Minnesota at Miami
7:00 pm


New York Giants at Baltimore
12:00 pm


San Diego at Arizona
7:00 pm


San Francisco at Denver
7:00 pm


Tampa Bay at Atlanta
7:30 pm

Saturday, September 1
New Orleans at Seattle
1:00 pm


